The Night Will Soon Be Ending (Die Nacht ist vorgedrungen)

1. The night will soon be ending
The dawn cannot be far.

Let songs of praise ascending
Now greet the Morning Star!

All you whom darkness frightens
With guilt or grief or pain,

God’s radiant Star now brightens
And bids you sing again.

2. The One whom angels tended
Comes near, a child, to serve;
Thus God, the judge offended,
Bears all our sins deserve.

The guilty need not cower,

For God has reconciled
Through His redemptive power
All those who trust this child.

3. The earth in sure rotation
Will soon bring morning bright,
So run where God’s salvation
Glows in a stable’s light.

As old as sin’s perversion

Is mercy’s vast design:

God brings a new creation —
This child its seal and sign.

4. Yet nights will bring their sadness
And rob our hearts of peace,

And sin 1n all its madness

Around us may increase.

But now one Star is beaming

Whose rays have pierced the night:
God comes for our redeeming

From sin’s oppressive might.

5. God dwells with us in darkness
And makes the night as day;

Yet we resist the brightness

And turn from God away.

But grace does not forsake us,
However far we run.

God claim us still as children
Through Mary’s infant son.
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